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Greetings Students, Staff, Parents and Community, 
 
Happy Fall!!! It is hard to believe that we have been back in school for more than a month.  Our 
school openings went well and our students and staff are already accustomed to the routine of 
school.  
 
Many exciting things are taking place: Student clubs are being formed, our high school actors 
are preparing for the fall drama, athletic teams continue to show their Tiger Pride, and our 
community is supporting our students and schools in so many ways. I hope you were able to 
attend our Back to School Nights to get to know our buildings, teachers and curriculum. 
 
I am proud to note that Croton-Harmon High School has 10 students who were nominated as 
National Merit Scholarship semi-finalists and commended students. For a high school our size, 
that is a notable achievement. Our District Lunch Committee is busy working on what our new 
lunch program will look like, and is advising us on the design of a new lunch preparation space 
at PVC. And I eagerly look forward to our CET Halloween Parade, which I know will bring out 
dozens of clever costumes -- donned not only by our students but by our creative staff 
members.  
 
As is the case in all school districts around the country, safety continues to be a focus at all of 
our schools. You can help us out by remembering that once the school day begins, there is one 
point of entry at each of our buildings. In addition, our schools will continue to engage in safety 
drills throughout the year. 
 
It is clear that when I visit classrooms, students are engaging in meaningful learning tasks.  As I 
have previously shared, this school year we will give our students many opportunities to think 
critically. Critical thinking is the process of continuously asking questions while acquiring 
knowledge, developing a plan, evaluating a claim supporting an idea and considering different 
perspectives to revise and enhance one’s thinking.  As our new tagline states, “Think. Create. 
Reflect. Respect.” The “think” part of our tagline refers to this focus on critical thinking. 
 
 
 
 
Please have a safe and fun fall season. We appreciate all your support this school year. 
 
Yours in Mission Possible, 
 
 
 
Dr. Deborah O’Connell 
Superintendent of Schools 
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THINK. CREATE. REFLECT. RESPECT. 

Challenging All Students to be Critical and Creative Thinkers 
 


